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SUBJECT: UNCTAD THIRD PREPARATORY MEETING ON RUBBER, FEBRUARY 27- 
MARCH 3: JAPANESE VIEWS 

REF: STATE 44156 

1 . THURSDAY MORNING EMBOFF CONVEYED TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(AMANO AND MOCHIDA, FIRST INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
DIVISION, ECONOMIC AFFAIRS BUREAU) U.S. POSITION ON 
STRUCTURE AND SCHEDULE FOR NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT TO 
STABILIZE RUBBER PRICES AS OUTLINED REFTEL. AT SAME TIME 
WE EMPHASIZED IMPORTANCE OF PRIOR CONSUMER COORDINATION 
(PARA. 4, REFTEL), AND PASSED COPY OF BERGSTEN FEB. 21 
STATEMENT TO CONGRESS ON U.S. PARTICIPATION IN NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS. 

2. GOJ OFFICIALS REPLIED THAT INTERAGENCY CONSULTATION 
REGARDING GOJ POSITION IN FEBRUARY PREPARATORY MEETING 
NOW IN PROGRESS, HENCE NO DEFINITIVE REPLY COULD BE GIVEN 
TO U.S. PRESENTATION. (THEIR ONLY COMMENT CONCERNED 
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DIFFICULTY IN SEEING DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRODUCER/ 

CONSUMER GROUP TO PRODUCE A DRAFT AGREEMENT, AND 
THE NEGOTIATING CONFERENCE ITSELF.) THEY INDICATED 
IT PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE TOKYO 
CONSULTATIONS IN TIME TO INFORM EMBASSY PRIOR TO 
MEETING, AND THAT GOJ COMMENTS/POSITION WOULD BE 
MADE THROUGH ITS GENEVA DELEGATION. 
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